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CONNECTICUT. 


The Annual Communication of the Most Worship- 
ful Grand Lodge of this State, was holden at Masonic 3 
Hall, in the city of Hartford, on the 2th May last.— 3 
The session was opened by the following Address, 
from the M. W. Grand Master, Henry Peck, Esq. 
Brethren of the Grand Lodge :— 

Time, whose resistless course is ever onward, has } 
brought around another of those anniversary seasons, ; 
when it becomes our duty, as well as our privilege, : 
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to meet together to consult on the best means of pro- ; 
moting the interests of aa iastitution which has, from ° 
time immemorial, been deemed of sufficient importance ; 
’ to engage the attention and command the energies of « 
‘ many of the most wise, benevolent, and philanthropic ; 
; men, that the world has ever knowa. , 

And it becomes us, brethren, with devout gratitude, 
‘ to acknowledge the goodness of that Being whose All- » 
‘ Seeing Eye is ever upon us, in permitting us to meet ¢ 
‘ on this occasion. with no other than feelings so entire-: } 
‘ ly in accordance with the most excellent tenets of our 
‘ institation—Friendship and Brotherly Love. 

From the reports of the proceedings of the Grand 
« Lodges in correspondence with us, that have come } 
‘ under my notice, I am led to infer, that while we 
« have little to fear, we have much reason to hope, that 
‘ at no distant period the Masonic institution 1s destined 
« to take that high rank among the benevolent institu- 
‘ tion of the age, by which it which it was characterized 
‘ ia its most palmy days. I shall not, however, occupy 
‘ your time by a mention of these facts in detail, as the 
‘ Committee to whom the correspondence was referred 
‘ have had the documents under consideration, and will 


‘ communicate to the Grand Lodge the results of their 
‘ labors. 


« At our last annual communication, I took occasion ; 
¢ to call the attention of the Grand Lodge to a few of ‘ 
‘ those topics which it appeared to me of sufficient im- g 
‘ portance to engage the attention and to merit the de- $ 
‘ liberations of the Grand Lodge; but the very limited : 
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time which, by common consent, or common usage, 
; appears to be appropriated to the business of the 
¢ Grand Lodge, renders it next to impossible to bestow 
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§ tions in appointing a representative to this Grand 
* more to the benefit system. as it is (not inappropriate- 
} ly) called. It appears to me to be entitled at least to 
> appointment of a committee, to make the necessary 
> its object, and the manner in which it is conducted, 


> and report whether or not it is entitled to any consid- 
- eration. For if, as is contended in those Lodges 
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that attention to it which its importance would in 
many cases seem to require ; and I am not aware that 
any action was taken upon any of them. But I in. 
duge the hope,that at our present session some of them 
at least may be properly disposed of, inasmuch as the 
committee to whom they were referred at our last 
communication, in their report, recommended that 
they be ‘‘ submitted to the mature reflection and fu- 
ture action of the fraternity.” 

That section, especially, recommexding the appoint- 
meat of a suitable brother to represent the Grand 
Lodge of Goorgia in this Grand Lodge ; otherwise, 
the inference might be drawn, that their kiad inten- 


Lodge, were not met in a proper spirit. 
I would beg leave also tocall your attention once 





so much of the attention of the Grand Lodge, as the 


inquiries to enable them to show to the Grand Lodge 


where it is maintained, it is calculated to be of essen- 
tial service to the cause of Masonry, it should surely 
receive the sanction of the Grand Lodge, so that its 
benefits may be extended throughout our jurisdiction. 
If, on the other hand, it should be found that it might 
be productive of evil, and that danger would arise that 
it might be the means of introducing discord and disu.- 
nion into the lodges, the seal of our disapprobation 
should be promptly placed upon it. 

Another subject was introduced in that communica. 
tion, which it appears to me cannot longer be over- 
looked, without ompromising the honor and dignity 
of the Grand Lodge. I allude to the embezzlement of 
the funds of the Grand Lodge, by those who, in many 
instances, still retain their standing as good and true 
Masons. Itappears to me, that it is time that it 
should be clearly uuderstood, whether the obligations 
which bind us together are or are not a dead letter. 

On examining the records of the last communicas 
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tion, I perceive that the character of but one lodge 
was revoked ; and I am not without hopes that the 
time is not distant when we shall have no more occa- 
sion to proceed to that extremity ; but that our breth- 
ren will find that the interest in masonry which was 
formerly felt, may in a good degree be revived, and 
that the revocation of a charter will hereafter be of 
rare occurrence. 


Not having had an opportunity to examine the > 


books of the Grand Treasurer, I am not prepared to 
communicate any information in relation to the state 
of our finances. The auditing committee, whose prce- 
per province it is, will however make their report, 
which I presume will be found entirely satisfactory. 
It will be recollected that at our last annual com- 
munication a committee was appointed to prepare for 
the reception of the brethren composing the General 
Grand Encampment and the General Grand Chapter 
of the United States, whose triennial convocation was 
to be holden in New Haven, on the second Tuesday 
in September. The committee in accordance with the 
resolution, gave notice to the several Lodges under the 
jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, of said convocations, 
and extended the invitation to them, agreeable to their 
instructions, and were much gratified to find thata 
large number of them responded to the call, and were 
present by their several delegates. And it is with 
much satisfaction that I am able to state, that the con- 
vocations on that occasion were full of interest to those 
whose privilege it wasto be present. Your commit- 
tee, in pursuance of the resolutions of the Grand 
Lodge, addressed a note tothe Grand Convocations, 
tendering to them the hospitalities of the Grand Lodge 
and inviting them to unite with us in the festivities of 
the occasion ; which invitation was accepted, and at 
the hour appointed, the Grand Lodge was opened in 
the Temple, and our distinguished Brethren were in- 
troduced by the Committee. The throne of grace was 
addressed by our Grand Chaplain. An appropriate 
ode was sung by brother Phebus, and an address of 
welcomd delivered by brother H. C. Flagg, which 
was most ably responded to by the M. E. and Rev. 
Paul Dean, G. H. P. of the General Grand Chapter 
of the United States, in behalf of the General Grand 
Convocations. After which, a procession was formed 
and conducted through the principal streets of the city 
to the Tontine, where the brethren united in a public 
dinner, prepared for the occasion by Br. Ellis. On 
returning to the Hall, the Grand Lodge was favored 
with addresses from a number of brethren from abroad. 
In thus carrying out the views of the Grand Lodge, 
as expressed by their resolutions, the committee were 
most abundantly compensated for any sacrifice of time 
they were called upon to make, in the heartfelt satis- 
faction they enjoyed in the society of those distinguish. 
ed co-workers with us in the cause of Freemasonry. 
In closing this communication, brethren, I should 
do violence to my feelings, were I to omit to express 
to you the grateful sense I entertain for the kindness 
you have manifested towards me, since by your suffra- 
ges, you have done me the honor to call me to preside 
over your deliberations. And I indulge the hope, 
that-at the close of our present session, we shall find, 
that while our feelings have been enlivened and cheer- 
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benefit of Freemasonry in general. 
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ed, we shall have accomplished something for the 


The following officers were electedfor the ensuing 
year: 
M. W. Henry Peck, Grand Master, 
R. W. Horace Goodwin, 2d, Dep. Gr. Master, 
Avery C. Babcock, 8. G. W. 
Benoni Shepherd, J. G. W. 
Eliphalet G. Storer, G. Secretary. 
Benjamin Beecher, G. Treas. 
W. Br. William E. Sanford, 8. G. D. 
Elisha Douglass, J. G. D. 
George Shumway, G. Marshal. 
Frederick Croswell, G. Sentinel. 
Rev. John Moore, G. Chaplain. 


William Storer 
Lee Dunning, ’ ba. Stewards. 


Isaac ——, G. Tutte, G. Tyler. 
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ATTACK ‘AND ‘DEFENCE. 
ANSWER TO THE SWISS REVIEW. 


Concluded from page 158. 

IV. You accuse us of stupifying thought by the vain 
clattering of consecrated formulas. 

Your expression, if just, would suppose us to bea 
singular association, in the midst of a civilized socie- 
ty. which admits from day to day, and from hour to 
hour, the free developement of thought. We all love 
each one according to his capacity, the free manifes- 
tation of thought, tempered by the sentiments of pro- 
priety, as they are admitted by all civilized societies, 
composed of honest men. 

On the contrary, our forms impressed with gran- 
deur, with nobility, and with simplicity at the same 
time, powerfully contribute to the manifestation of 
thoughts even from the least favoured (intelectually 
speaking) among us. 

It seems from your article, that you have scarcely 
ever read any masonic writings, discourses or publi- 
cations of that kind, yet there are enough of them to 
inform you more accurately of the truth. You there 
treat us, as if we were ancient Egyptians, or if you 
like it better, like Jacobins or Terrorists, and yet I 
can with truth certify to you, thatj neither fear nor 
babbling predominate at our meetings. 

If nature or education, or finally if circumstances 
have occasionally favorea a mason rather than a pro- 
fane, he never glorifies himself on that account, but 
profits by it that he may encourage the most noble 
and elevated instincts of the hearts of his brethren.— 
So much the better for our institution and for the 
world in general, if a,good thought results from the 
brother the least advanced, and it will not be ina 
Lodge, where we will stifle it. 

No society whatever can go beyond a regulation, 
which permits the liberty of speech, and if there are 
some members who do not profit by it, it will not be 
its fault. Read Robrik’s III Chapter, and you will ‘ 
agree, that our assemblies offer every desirable guar. ' 
antee for the liberty of the Mason. In return mention 
to me a single religious society, in which the same 
equilibrium exists as that of which mention is made 
in page 329. 

As to the vain clattering of consecrated formulas, 
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you speak as if you knew them all, a circumstance 
which I very much doubt, for if you did you would 
have spoken with more respect of them. We cannot 
stupify a man of good sense, more than once or twice, 
and as we have the right of instructing ourselves of 
every thiag that is told to us, your expression, stupi- 
Sy, becomes vague in the eyes of a mason, so that the 
vain clattering of which you speak, becomes nothing 
but a false idea existing but in your brain. 

Do not require from us, that we should be possessed 
of the secret of constituting a society, occupied with 
the elevation of a Temple to Virtue, with its ramifi- 
cations ad-infinitum, without making use of formulas. 
Such a thing can never be where many are associated 
for a common worship. 

V. You accuse us, of acting like the singing-bird, 
fastened near the nets, to serve as lures for others. 

If this were so the entire world, probably, ere this 
would have been all masons, but I can assure — that 
it can never be so. 

You cannot be ignorant, that the vocation of pro- 
pogating their convictions, is one of the hardest ne- 
cessities of the destiny of men of a superior under- 
standing. Many even, amidst the latter, willingly 
dispense with doing it, by shutting themselves up, in 
a system of egotism, very wise snd uncompromising. 

These latter,seek their happiness and well-being, in 
a certain negative conduct in their action towards their 
neighbor, and the world not being thwarted by it, in 
its turn never thwarts them. 

Others, perhaps one in fifty, make proselytes, but not 
by singing and being fastened near to netts,as you 
imagine. Itisrather bytrembling at the thought, for 
fear of having done a bad service to masonry, when 
they presented the candidate. 

I can assure you that they prove a lively regret when- 
ever they are deceived in their expectations, and when 
a candidate, received with full confidence, does not 
answer the hopes, which honest men entertained of 
him. Al badly composed societies, perish sooner or 
later ; and if a bad Masonic Lodge, sustains itself 
longer than a society of the exterior world and com- 
posed of an equal number of bad subjects, isnot this 
rather a merit of the masonic institution, which cer- 
tainly has no need of being defeaded by your humble 
Servant. 

‘ Our regulations are very explicit on this point, my 

dear adversary, more seVere than you may think, and 
‘ the idea of having brought disgrace on the fine name 
of mason, is most dreadful and I will add most fright. 
ful to a good man. as 

As to the string to which we are fastened, I have 
never had the luck to see it. I beg that you would 
read Robrik page 344, and the following. 

If you do not attach any great importance to the 
equilibrium between the question of authority and 
that of individual liberty, I shall certainly leave you 
free to enjoy your thoughts ; as for myself, I was not 
Sorry to perceive it from the first look, which I was 
Permitted to cast on a Masonic assemblage. 

The number of masonic reception, in the country 
which we inhabit, has nothing terrible in it for your 
party, for they will not be anywise considerable for 
some years to come, and only when the circumstances 
Shall have become more difficult, owing to the grave 


eo 


wR ARAN AAS 


——e 


AAAS 


a 


AMERICAN MASONIC REGISTER. 


PDP Dm annem” PPL PP DP PLL DLO (rOmwmws rm" 


Pee 
PRL PP PPP PLP LPP LLP LLLP LLP PLP PP PP PLP LLP IPP NPR PPPOE 


PLP LPL SS 


DAL LS APR PPP PPL PLL LLLP PPL PPP LPL DP PPLE DEL 


we 


PALA 


PD LLPLP LPL LLLP A PLP 


rrors of all sorts, which seem to have been iatroduced 
for some time past. It is then, that you will see ma- 
sonary make numerous and good receptions and recruit 
herself without your singing bird, and solely by her 
natural force of attraction. 

VI. ‘‘We have the mind little scrupulous. , 

When one condemns an entire society, without 
knowing it, he should not accuse others of having the 
mind little scrupulous. Let us admit for an instant 
that we have each some mind ; now let us see which 
of us, has it the least scrupulous. 

Do you find in the Book of Bobrik, asingle passage 
in which bis mind shows itself a little scrupulous.— 
Read 247. 249, 250, and other passages. 

The book of Bobrik does not show the least trace 
of frivolity of spirit, and I will humbly confess_that 
the depth of soul and solidity of mind of this author 
make more and more impression on my own proper 
mind, less sold than his. {f your mind is more pro- 
found than that of our good masonic authors, it would 
then be proper that I should follow under your direc- 
tion, and abandon my Masonic convictions. In the 
mean time, will you read liow he judges of Christ 
page 278. I believe the point of view in which he 
looks upon him,is not to be despised. You would 
like to have found means for a controversy, but this 
does not enter at all in our Masonic occupations," 

An attack was directed against Masonry by a cele- 
brated man, who could have done honor to his name. 
This attack has remained unanswered, for accusations 
of this sort, turn of themselves to the benefit of the 
attack. (See the article of M. de Haller, against Free 
Masonry.) 

Your article has another feature in it, it speaks of 
the inutility of our society, vis-a-vis with christianity 
(such as you interpret it.) 

Do you count the minds that are tolerated in reli- 
gious and political matters, among those who are little 
scrupulous ? 

The bishop of Macon,in‘answer to a protestant who 
required his permission to marry a Catholic female, 
said : 

‘* If there were all protestants like you in hell, I 
could wish for nothing better, than to keep them com- 
pany there.” This bishop then was also of a mind 
little scrupulous, as well as the good Mayor of Men- 
chatel, who said to me one day: 

‘*T am sure that a man may be an excellent chris- 
tian, and a good Catholic (Roman) at the same time.” 

Read also pages 300. 315, 317, 346, on the tenden- 
cies of the Illuminati. 


I guess why you launch this little point against us, : 


and I believe that the total absence of a certain black 
personage from the book of Bobrick, has choked you 


° a little. 
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Our manner of interpreting the natural sentiment of 


fear, existing in every man, differs materially from * 


your ideas on the subject ; as I suppose. Perhaps 
we never had sufficient humility in your eyes, and 
that appears to me probable, on looking back to your 
expression of ‘‘ fortunate society.” If you will have 
the goodness to recollect all our brethren who have 
been hung, burned, beheaded, imprisoned, persecuted, 

either with blows of a sword or of a pin, you would 
then allow us, perhaps more willing!y, our little scra- 
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pulous minds, as we have for a long time, allowed 
you yours. 

If the times of persecutions, and which have not al- 
together ceased (see what passes in Belgium, Russia, 
Austria, Italy, &c. &c.) should return in Switzerland, 
which does not seem very probuble, you would have 
all the masons of little scrupulous minds, on the side 
of the conqueror, and I do not know, if that can be 
called a victory over free masonry. I doubt it. 


VII. ‘* We draw advantages from the sentiments of ; 
fraternity, and make use of the association, to smooth ° 


the path of our ambition, in our way through the 
world.” 

To draw advantage from the sentiments of fraterni- 
ty would be a very infamous proceeding. This might 
nevertheless happen in the world, where every one 
finds himself in want of assistance. But a similar 
case can rarely happen ina society, which passesses 
the means of recognising, with the quickness of 
thought, the mendicant by profession and the intrig- 
uant. Count the number of persons who rob and de- 
ceive others inthe name of God, and you will find 
more than of those who rob us in the name Of the fra- 
ternity. But the one and the other are equally bad, 
and we must yet allow sufficient time, when the idea 
of @ celestial father, a father of the entire human race 
shall have been able to penetrate all hearts, so that 
the thoughts and feelings for the fraternity might there 
germinate and develope themselves,till it can bear the 
magnificent fruits which we all expect (you andI a- 
mong others) with confidence. 

As for the ambition of the true mason, and his de- 
sire to smooth his path in the world by means of the 
masonic association, I refer you to Bobrik page 127, 
145, 266, 269, (art. 9,) 214, Ke. &e. 

Our motto of master is, ‘‘ Created and resign thy- 
self.” I hope that that cannot be repugnant either to 
your mind or heart. 

We wish to do all that lays in our power, in order 
that those Brethren may arive at an elevated social 
position, whose talents and good qualties, often un- 
known to the world, fit them for a field more vast for 
the exercise of their activity ; and wedo not think that 
the world can go on any worse for it ; but we are rare- 
ly in a condition to do so, and we find ourselves often 
confounded in this respect with the Illuminati, a com- 
mon error, in which a number of persons fail for want 
of information in Masonic matters. 

VIII. You say Finally, too loyal to take this step, 
(sec. VII,) and too penetrating to allow themselves to 
be led by mere words, they advance themselves from 
light to light, or from deception to deception, (the 
word depends upon the form of its character,) up to 
the final doctrine, which is that of Pantheism. 

Be true and agree with me, that there can be no de- 
ception for a thinking man, who should know, that 
the doctrine of pantheism, would be found to be the 
most profound mystery of masonry! The author of 
the book in question, is a disciple of Herbart, and who 
far from belonging to the tail of the comet of Hegel, 
says: 

‘** That we are incapable of knowing and defining 
God in an exact manner, but this is not at all incom- 
patible, with the humility which religion imposes upon 
us asaduty.” This opinion, squares badly with the 
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boldness of modern philosophy and pantheism. 

Many masons will ask what is pantheisn? I find in 
my dictionary, ‘‘ That the system of those who like 
Spinosa, admit no other God, than the Great Whole, 
the universality of existing beings, is derived from 
the Greek pas, neuter pan and theos God. Have then 
the goodness to read page 256, and you willthen see, 
how the author separates the two manifestations, viz. 
that of physical and that of spiritual nature. He well 
assigns the place of the seed and of the fruit; of the 
idea and of hamanity,—of life and of death. 

Do not believe, that we confound death among the 
things of mere amusement, and that we look upon it, 
asa mere trifle, above all, to those who may unhappi- 
ly have had the thought of repulsing the idea of a 
God, superior in all things to the creature, of what 
use would the spiritual} building be, which is elevated 
with vigor in the eyes of every thinking and superior 
man, if it had neither plan nor architect? 

It would be a castle in the air, and all those who 
labor at it, would be but a set of dreamers, whom we 
should at least pity. 

The designation Pantheist, cannot be employed as 
synonimous with Free Mason. (see pages 49, 113, 
123. 168, 188, 214, 247 265, 268, &c. &e.) 

How is it possible (without this circumstance) that 
you can find persons, who are excellent masons, and 
at the same time, they are catholic priests? then Ma- 
sonry and Pantheism cannot be one and the same 
thing. 

I cannot comprehend, how you can state that pan- 
theism develops itself on every page of the book in 
question, and shows itself without trembling, without 
hesitation, and without blushing. 

Truth can no longer be kept in a great Lord’s snuff- 
box, but she may be kept in another form, a thing 
which have, learned from Free Masonry, for our forms, 
although indispensable are not for us divine and im- 
mutable things, but only worthy of respect. 

Set these forms aside, and you would then see, so- 
ciety subdivided into a thousand atoms, or into as ma- 
ny sects. 

Napoleon asked of the Mufti of Cairo, if it was 
true that the Koran, contained eyery thing which was 


necessary to a good Turk? On his answering in the | 


affirmative, the Consul said to him laughing, does it 


contain likewise, instructions how to found canons? ; 


And the orthodox Turk, immediately answered, that 
he did not doubt that it did. 


We have no wish to elevate our institution and our | 


symbols to the rank of divinities, but we are too well 


assured of their future, owing to their justness, gran- ; 


deur and even their siniplicity, as to have any doubt 
regarding their divine and pure origin. 

Our relations with God, have always preserved their 
primitive character, they have always remained very 
touching, full of candour and feeling; and if God 
willed that our society should have prospered up to 
this period, I cannot admit that you have the right to 
consent to us an existence for the future. 

We do not look, perhaps, upon evil, under the same 
point of view which you do, but do we the less de- 
plore its existence? we likewise hope to see the day 
when the ray of divine light shall put an end to the 
darkness spread by egotism and fanaticism, and shine 
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upon and penetrate these hearts, which are capable of 
being impressed by it. In general, as to the evil 
which exists here below it is not proper for man fee- 
ble ia himself, to judge on his own authority, either 
the measure or the nature. 

Itis very difficult to say of a thing, that it is alto- 
gether bad, and the man who judges without first 
placing himself in the position of him, whom he wish- 
es to condemn, invariably judges wrongfully. 

If you call pantheism, the belief, that bad actions 
and bad thoughts, are rather the result of immense 
ills of bad education, of unfortunate circumstances, 
&c. &e., you will thea truly find many pantheists a- 
mong Free Masons. 

But if you suppose us men, who do not know how 
to distinguish cause from effect you are very much 
mistaken. 

As to the questions of lights, a progress by ascend- 
ing degrees is neceSsary, both in a moral and in an 
intellectual point of view, and is a necessity admitted 
by every corporation or society acting for the interest 
of mankind. 

The book of which we speak, is an undeniable proof 
of the good and loyal intentioa of these masons, who 
believe that the masonic edifice is to be found at pres- 
ent near the water’s edge. The abuse which has been 
done with our mysteries, may have led into error, a 
generation which could scarcely either read or write, 
this abuse can no more be propagated in our age ; but 
as all the world has its little mystery, you must let us 
enjoy ours, at least until the time of the Jubilee of the 
Constitution of York. The place which it occupies, 
is not very great, itis born, it lives and it dies with 
each of us ; you yourself possess it, and we have only 
this single advantage over you, that we are better ac- 
quainted with it, and know its value, 

You speak of the tail of the Comet of Hegel! We 
are not the tail of any Comet. We know as well as 
you do, what is the sun, the moon and the stars ; but 
we are awaiting to be informed what a comet is, or 
what is its tail. 

Philosophers are well received among us,it is a fact 
which requires no telling, for nothing could have hap- 
pened without them at the point to whieh we have 
reached, in intelectual matters. 

But I have never known any masonic writing, eme- 
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nating from a true mason, which sought to persuade ° 


an enlightened world, that its happiness could only re- 
sult by the adoption of some particular system of phi- 
losophy. 

Read page 317. . 

Beings, similar to Christ, who combined in his soul, 
that sublime harmony of which mention is made, in 
the above cited page, are not very numerous. If there 
should arise one, (a thing scarcely possible, ) all the 
world would probably be against him, and very likely 


‘ the Governments would be the first, then a considera- 


ble portion of the Theologians, then many of the sa- 
vans, some Philosophers, and lastly I hope but few 
true masons. 

Many persons believe us to be the enemies of the 
church. 

But we may very justly ask you, of which one? 
The Jesuits have up to this time, been the most cun- 
ning and most overt enemies of our order, they had 
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and still have for that, some very good reasons. But 
that has not prevented Mr. Bobrik from repaying their 
personal insults, with a place of honor, which he as- 
signed in his Book, to their founder, on account of the ‘ 
eminent qualities of this remarkable man, in the his- 
tory of mankind. 

I will inform you, by and by, why I consider that 
enlightened protestants are wrong in imitating their 
example, and especially before acquiring more exact 
notions of our society. Many among us believe, that 
they see in the free masonry of the present day, the 
basis of a protestation the most enlightened ; and you 
will be perhaps somewhat astonished to learn, that 
the public journals put forth to the world daily, the 
fact of the reception of many protestant Ecclesiastics 
by the Lodges in Berlin, these gentlemen having dis- 
covered that there is much to learn in our art. 

Do you not fall into error by believing that Chris- 
tianity is a doctrine possessed of immobility? Look 
about you and you wi!l perceive that every thing is in 
motion, in this our age, and that even the Temples, of 
St. Paul, and St. Peter, have come nearer to each oth- 
er. If our forms are solid, it is because, that they re- 
veal to us, the eternal and invariable existence, of 
great truths, but donot imagine that the life of the 
Lodges participates in this character of immobility. 
This latter is always, for the mason who reflects on 
his order, a new and progressive life, and the signs of 
its accidental and partial decay, reveal to him at the 
same time the germ of a new future. 

Where many persons meet with a good intention,God 
will not fail to be among them. We admit that to 
every church ; grant then the same to our assemblies, 
which are not composed of Pantheists or self Gods. 

History has always taught us that liberty and the 
happiness of mankind, always diminished in propor- 
tion as their errors peopled the heavens with divini- 
ties, and we certainly shall not follow those views. 

We have an eternal God, for all the world, see page 
310. 

IX. ‘‘Masonry has only, according to your -views, 
but the appearance of grandeur.” 

I will not answer at length to this observation pure- 
ly personal on your part, as it is well known by all 
the world, what influence masons has always exercis- 





I will only say to you: 

Ist. That Prussia, which is found at the head of 
the lights of a considerable part of the continent, owes 
to it for a large portion of the enlightened direction of 
her affairs, and Berlin, owes to it almost exclusively 
her civilization. 

2d. England owes her prosperity and the accession 
of her reigning house to the masonic spirit which has 
always remained faithful to the traditions of ancient 
and good masons. 

Masonic England and Germany will watch hence- 
forth, that the same ship which conveys their colonists 
to America, shall likewise carry out to their new 
country, all that may be necessary to guarantee them 
from want. 

3d. Masonic Belgium, sustains the most honorable 
combat, for the freedom of thought, and for the liber- 
ty of conscience, and Masonic Holland extends to her, 
her fraternal hand. 
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4th. Don Pedro has delivered Portugal from the 
tyranny of Don Miguel. 

5th. And Espartero, has freed Spain from the reign 
of fanaticism. 

6th. French Masonry, makes the most laudable ef- 
forts to combat the hydra of anarchy, and to tear off 
the mask from those, who under her usurped name, 
seek to overthrow the country of the martyrs of liber- 
ty. 
7th. Swiss Masonry participates much of the nation- 
al character of this country, and it is repugnant to 
her to mix herself in the affairs of others, but her ac- 
tivity is not the less useful, in spreading in the assem- 
blies, that spirit of order, of reciprocal affection and 
well extended liberty, which causes us to quit our 
lodges better men, than we were when we entered 
them. 

We do not draw concentric circles around our last 
word, as you imagine, and we answer to the young 
masons on every thing which masonry teaches, us. 

It was only during the Bernese domination that ma- 
sonry suffered any persecutions, and we have never 
had the least reason to hide the spirit of which you 
speak, and which according to your account would 
shine at present openly. 

But we cannot believe, that we are only playing 
with the words and symbols, and the book of Mr. 
Bobrik, being progressive, is not in our eyes a publi- 
cation of which the time is passed. You appear in 
general to be a declared enemy of every thing which 
is symbolic. 

Pay attention, for that which may appear to you 
useless for a single individual, may not be so for the 
whole world. The ways are not the same for every 
one, and the fact that the symbols are found to be of 
exactly the age of mankind itself, proves that they are 
things by no means to be despised. You speak of 
** privileged beings,” and yet I can assure you that 
there are none among us. You speak of false and 
accommodating charity, as to this 1 will give you the 
address of a mason, who during the passed year at- 
tained a masonic reward for having rescued forty-two 
persons from the water, or of another one, who al- 
though poor himself, he yet supported, during a num- 
ber of years, the poor widow and numerous children 
of his deceased friend, so that the prize of virtue (the 
prize monthyon) was awarded to him. There will 
then come an interminable list, which I will dispense 
to my readers, if they will agree with me, tbat these 
are not precisely such accommodating charities as are 
easy of performance. 7 

You believe the charity of the world, which you 
suppose christian, to be real, and ours factitious. I 
cannot guess why, if I was to think even for twenty 
years. 

I terminate here my tableau, of the charity of the 
world. 

I doubt not that there are some christians, very good 
christians, but they are few. I admire them and I 
could wish, to be able to attain to their degree of per- 
fection, a success of which in truth I doubt, although 
I am a passably zealous mason. 

In expectation that the institutions of benevolence 
will suffice for the support of the indigent, whose 
number will end by being incalculable in proportion as 
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we entangle the question of christian charity in this 
world : 

Leave to our lodges the pleasure of performing their 
charity in the way which they understand. Let us 
now pass to the.question of the inutility of the ma- 
sonic society. 

You decide this question, with a certain ease, that 
to judge from your style, one has realy the right to 
suppose that masonry is not the only thing of which 
you would contest the utility. 

I do not wish to retrace my steps, and I pray of my 
readers to pardon me if I do not possess sufficient sys- 
tem in my developments in a matter, which justly ap- 
pears to me of the highest importance. 

Besides, I will state that F wrote these lines princi- 
pally for the friends of masonry, not wishing absolute- 
ly to impose my opinion upon others, being that of a 
single man, who himself, has not always found the 
opportunity of being as useful to his fellow men, as he 
could have wished or even, who has not always suf- 
ficiently sought for it. 


REFLECTIONS ON THE ACTUAL STATE OF 
THINGS IN CIVILISED SOCIETY. 

Our age presents a spectacle the most curious and 
extraordinary, which mankind has presented since the 
coming of Christ. Every thinking man fervently be- 
lieves, that his party will shortly succeed over all 
others. All those who do not think, believe that those 
who think are wrong. 

All those who are vividly affected by things, are be- 
come ridiculous in the eyes of those who feel nothing 
or next to nothing. 

All those who are really possessed of mind, appear 
like asses to those who have none. 

All those who are wanting in good sense, pass as 
having wit, and a knowledge of the wofld in the eyes 
of the multitude, provided they attend to their busi- 
ness, and it is only those who are in possession of 
something, or those who are making a fortune, “ho 
are sought after. 

We marry for interest, we have no longer friends. 
Every religious society believes that it is it alone 
which is composed of the elect, and that all the others 
will be converted to its opinion, and that shortly. 

The passions are become niggardly and theatrical, 
the taste for study becomes daily more rare ; children 
direct their parents, and masters are led by their pu- 
pils. 

All the world carries guns and mustaches ; all the 
newspapers speak of war, and yet no fighting. We 
make daily appeals to our national prejudices, and yet 
we pay large sums for the establishment of rapid and 
sure communications, which will bring the four quar- ‘ 
ters of the world so near, that the distance from St. 
Petersbourgh to Paris in ten years, will be what the 
rout from Geneva to Lausanne was heretofore, speak- 
ing of the time which will be required to pass from 
one to the other. 

They menace the world, with the devil in the 
church, and with the devil they amuse him at the 
Theatre. 

All the world reads magnificent chapters on self 
denial, yet people who interest themselves for others 
are becoming more rare. 
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All the world is receiving instruction, and yet the 
number of able men is far from increasing in propor- 
tion. ; 

To sum all up, there is a total confusion. No one 
knows how to be satisfied with what he possesses, and 
soon servants will make themselves served by their 
masters, many chamber maids already cultivating with 
success poetry and many other branches of. belles let- 


The principal cause of this frightful confusion, con- 
sists in the sad state in which are to be found the so- 
cial relations among us. 

Man, generally proves the fate of every celebrity” 
whatsoever ; the more distant we are from it, the 
more it imposes upon us. 

Few men gain, by being more intimately known. 
All the world finds it easier to judge of others at a 
distance, and very inconvenient to see them closer, 
the proper emancipation of the reason of individuals 
having only arived at the point of finding that each 
one has his perfect system, and that the rest of the 
world do a great wrong in not adopting the same. 
Where do men congregate at present ? 

Ist. At school, in the boarding schools. 

2d. At meetings of young persons of both sexes, 
each sex separate, that of course. 

3d. Around the Table of the Salon ; 

4th. At Coffee-Houses, at parties ; 

5th. At the ball, at the concert and at the theatre: 

6th. At the pious and religious assemblies. 

Let us now examine what influence all these meet- 
ings exercise on the character of man, and on human 
$ society in general. 

The school has always been a subject of ennui to 
young persons, and it will always be so until we have 
found a means of bringing up a sufficient large num. 
ber of good masters, who know how to place them- 
selves on the same level with the ages of their pupils, 
’ and above all until parents have learnt, that their 
children far from being pheenixes, are rather, or at 
least frequently, big dunces, who are incapable of 
forming to themselves an idea, how ever little precise 
of the immense daily devotedness of their professors. 

The separation of domestic education, and public 
education, brought about by the state of degeneration 
into which have fallen many of our boarding schools, 
is least of the two evils; for when all is examined, 
we find that children and young persons, will find 
themselves better prepared to understand the language 
perhaps too lenient of a professor employed by the 
state, than to have their moral judgment spoiled by 
the equivocal phraseology of certain masters or mis- 
tresses of Boarding Schools, who in quitting their re- 
fractory pupil, with the tears of devotion in their 
eyes, go for consolation to count the crowns of their 
parents. Here is it the whole of a chapter. 
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BENEVOLENCE., 

TrveE benevolence is an active principle, prompting 
those whom it controls to exert themselves in all the 
modes of beneficence which are in their power, and 
required by the circumstances of their fellow-creatures; 
its sole tendency is to employ itself in the solid and 
useful acts of kindness by which the real good of others 
is efficaciously promoted. 
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THE FREMASONS LEXICON. 


, Bibel. Bible-—Amongst the great lights of Free- 
masonry the Holy Bible is the greatest. By it we are 
taught to rule and govern our faith. Without this sa- 
cred light we find no Masonic altar.’ Without it no 
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Lodge is perfect ; neither can any one be legally in- 
itiated into the Order unless he believes in the grand ‘ 
truths, which are therein contained, unless he supports 
and is‘supported by that blessed book. The square 
and the compasses stimulate us to investigate into the 
truths which are therein contained ; for truth, justice 
and mercy are best supported by true religion. By it 
we are taught ‘* In the begining was the Worn.” The 
sacred writings are a symbolical chain, by which we 
are all united in the bonds of brotherly love and uni- 
versal philanthrophy, as John the meek and lowly dis- 
ciple ot Jesus says in his gospel. In this blessed book 
is to be found the true rule by which every real chris. 
tian will endeavour to regulate his conduct, whether 
he is a Lutheran, a member of the Reformed Church, 
a Roman Catholic, or a mef™ber of the Greek Church,- 
He who is a true christian can swear upon the Gospel 
of St. John, and his mind will be duly impressed with 
the sanctity of his oath. He who is not a christian 
cannot, dare not, neither ought he to be allowed to 
swear upon this holy book. 

Bibliothekar. Librarian.—For a number of years 
past the most respectable Lodges of Freemasons have 
had libraries and museums of antiquities and natural 
curiosities attached to them.- Those libraries are not 
confined to Masonic works alone (although the collec- 
tion of them ought to be as perfect as possible,) but 
of all that is useful and valuable in literature. The 
funds are generally formed by appropriating a small 
portion of the initiation feés to the library, and by 
members presenting copies of valuble works to it. One 
of the Brethren, who has devoted a portion of his time 
to literary subjects, is the appointed librarian, to ; 
whom the Brethren must apply, should they want the 
use of any of the books. Every Lodge ought to make 
a rule of having a goodgnd well-assorted library, for 
by so doing they not only prove their own attachment 
to the liberal arts and sciences,bvt that they are doing 
all in their power to cultivate a similar taste in their 
younger Brethren. = 

Von Bielfeld. Jacob Frederick Freiherr.—Born at 
Hamburgh about the year 1716, and djed 5th April 
1770 (although out of office,) Chief Inspector of the 
Prussian University, “pon his own estate, Treben in 
Aytenburgh. Accordihg to his familiar epistles, he 
presented wedding gloves about the 6th February 1738, 
and it is very probable that it was about the same time 4 
that he was initiated into the Order. He is well 
known in the literary world by some valuable works, 
particularly by his Familiar Epistles. When Frede- 
rick the Great was initiated into the Order as Crown 
Prince, at Brunswick, he was one of the deputies sent 
from Hamburgh. He was the principal person who 
induced the monarch, at the commencement of his 
reign, to found the Grand Lodge, the Three Globes, 
at Berlin, and was Grand Master of it some years. He 
served the Prussian family fifteen years, and then re- 
tired into private life upon his own estates. 
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Bicester. ” Johan Erich. —Was born at Lubec 17th 
November 1748, and died 20th February 1816 ; Chief 
Royal Librarian and Member of the Royal Academy 
of Science at Berlin. A man of mostextensive knowl- 
edge, and whose labours contributed much fo promote 
the cause of literature and science, the proofs of whieh 
are to be found in the many valuable writings he has 
left, and in the Berlin Monthly Magazine, published 
by him, in company with Nicolai and Gedicke. In 
his controversial work with Starke there is mueh val. 
vable information concerning Freemasonry, in which 
Order he had obtained the highest degree. He be- 
longed to the Grand Lodge at Berlin, in which Lodge 
he held the office of Grand Lectarer up to the time of 
his death. He was W. M. of the Lodge at the Golden 
Plough. 

Von Bischofswerder. Johan Rudolph. —Royal Prus- 
sian General and Cabinet Minister, died in October 
1803. <A very celebrated person in the time of Fred- 
erick William I1, partly on account of his knowing so 
well how to nsanago that monarch, and partly on ac. 
count of his zeal in promgting the Rosicrucjan system, 
and his attachment to that Order. 

Blau. Blue —This colour of truth is highly prized 
by every Freemason ; and the more he makes his cloth- 
ing of the mantle of Truth, the greater will be his pro- 
gress in real knowledge. The clothing blue and gold, 
or gold and azure, is an orament of the greatest value. 
The unchangeable heavens are blue or azure, and _ its 
golden ornaments are the Sun, the Moon, and the 
Stars. 

Blau Grade. Blue Degrees.—The three first de- 
grees are cloathed in or ornamented with blue, from 
whence this name is derived. The following degrees 
have not the same uniformity in their outward appear- 
ance. Blue is is the color of Truth or Fidelity ; and 
it is a remarkable fact that the Brethren have ever re- 
mained true to the blue degrees, while the authentici- 
ty of the other degrees has often been disputed, and 
in many places altogether denied. Under the reign of 
William the Third of England, blue was adopted as 
the favorite color of the Craft. 


Bleiwage Wasserwage, Richtbrett oder Setzwage.— 
Level.—The Level is used by operative Masons to lay 
levels and to prove horizontals. It is the duty of the 
foreman or superintendent of every building, frequent. 
ly to prove the various parts of the building by the 
level, in the course of its erection, and he who neg- 
lects this imPortant part of his dnty, lays himself open 
to severe cen8ure. 

Bode. Jvhan Joachim Chrjstoph.—A man who has 
rendered very valuable services to the cause of Free. 
masonry. He was born on the 16th January 1730, of 
very poor parents, and died on the 13th December 
1793, in Weimar, a Privy Councillor of Hesse Darm- 
In his youth he studied music in Brunswick, 
under the city musician Kroll, as hautboist, and was 
made a member of the city band. HisJove for music 
drew him to Helmstadt, where he studied under a 
virtuoso upon the bassoon ; and it was in this city, 
that with assistance of a few friends, he not only made 
himself acquainted with various languages, but also 
made a good progress in the study of the arts and 
sciences. From Helmstadt he returned to Celle as a 
hautboist, and in 1757 he went to Hamburgh, and 
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etindieneed bestaeee as a ‘bookseller, was initiated into 
the Order, and obtained very great celebrity by vari- 
ous translations, viz: Yorick’s Sentimental Travels, 
Humphrey Clinker’s Travels, The Life of Tristram 
Shandy, the Viear of Wakefield and History of Tom 
Jones. By a rich marriage he was enabled to retire 
from business, and devote the remainder of his days 
to literature at Weimar. About 1793 he translated tha; 
important work, Michael Montaigne’s Thoughts and 
Opinions upon all Subjects, in six volumes. He con- 
tributed to Masonic literature, Seottish Masonry com- 
pared with the Three Obligations, and the Secrets of 
the Knight Templars of the Fourth Century, from the 
French, in two parts. Asa Freemason, he belonged 
to the convent in Williamsbad. About the year 1790 
he joined the Order of the [lluminati, in which order 
he obtained the degree of Hlluminatus Dirgiens. -As 
a Freemason, no one knew the history of the Order 
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better than he did, and no private member possessed a ” 


richer or more extensive Masonic library ; no one was 


more diligent*in increasing his stock of Masonic know- ? 
ledge, and opening for himself the richest and rarest > 


springs of knowledge. 


He was one of the most active ° 


promoters of the newly introduced system of the ? 
Strict Observance, so long as he believed in its cor- $ 
rectness, and one of the most indefatigable enemies as ° 


soon as he was convinced of its errors. 
with all his strength the different errors of superstition 
priestcraft, supremacy, &e. &c., and pursued this 
many-headed hydra, through all its changing forins, 
into its Jast retreat of infamy and disgrace. 

Bohn Jacob.—It has been frequently asserted that 
Freemasons adhere to this ancient theosophist and 
mysticician, and for this reason we dare not pass him 
over here. Jacob Bohn was born at Obalausita, in 
1575 ; in his youth he Was a herdsman, and it was 
while tending cattle that he first became susceptible 
to the beauties of nature, and the wonderful works of 
Almighty God. His poor parent afterwards sent him 
to school, where he was taught to read and write, and 
then learned the trade of a shoemaker. He died a 
master shoemaker in Gorlitz, 26th November 1624, in 
his 49th year. His sedentary life and diligent study 
of the Holy Bible made him a religious enthusiast, to 
which the religious controversies of those days, with 
which he became acquainted while tramping as a 
journeyman shoemaker, contributed a great deal.— 
Otherwise he was correct in his conduct, modest in 
his discourse, patient in suffering. and humble in spirit. 
His agreeable behaviour had a very great effect upon 
very rough men, and he was thus enabled, without 
molestation, to hold meetings for religious purposes. 
In 1612 he published his first work, under the title of 
Aurora, or the ‘Commencement of the Dawn of Day.” 
followed in 1619 by the ‘‘ Three Principles of the Su- 
preme Being,” and more than twenty other works.— 
A complete collection of his writings was published at 
Amsterdam by Von Gichsel, in 1682, inten volumes ; 
and it is from this circumstance that many of Jacob 
Bohn’s followers were called Gichtelianians. Anoth- 
er edifion of his works, in six volumes, has the title 
Theologia Revelata. He found many admirers in 
England, in Dr. John Pordatal one of the ablest com- 
mentators ; and there was afterwards a Bohemian 
sect established in England, as wellas one at Phila- 
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delphia, founded in 1697 by Jane Lade, one of his ad- 
mirers. 
Braunschwetg. Brunswich.—The rulers of the Gr. 


Duchy Brunswick Wolfekbuttle have always favored * side it had a crowned pillar upon seven steps, sur- 


Freemasonry ; many of them have belonged unto the 
Order. But it is not on this account alone that Bruns- 
wick, the capital, the most extensive system of Free- 
masonry that has ever existed in Germany had its 
Directory, or Court of Directors. This was the sys- 
tem of the Strict Observance of which the Grand 
Duke Frederick, the hero of the seven years war, was 
Grand Master, which office he held up to the time of 
his death, after which the Order was broken up. In 
1775 a Convent or Conference of the Strict Obser- 
vance was held here on the 22nd of May until the 6th 
of July, where the orders of the Knights ‘Templars 
and the Adepts were discussed, and which conference 
the ‘‘ Clerici” of the Temple Order appeared, but 
were not acknowledged. Brunswick is also the 
Orient in which Frederick the Great was brought to 
light. In the year 1771 the Lodge Union founded an 
institution for instructing young people in mathemat- 
ics, history, drawing, &c. &c., but limited their foun- 
dation to four pupils. During the famine in 1772 this 
fed above fifty people every day for some months, and 
this prevented them from extending their foundation. 
Some time after this the whole of the Lodges in 
Brunswick united, and altered the school, so that they 
could instruct twelve pupils. To encourage them in 
their studies, Duke Ferdinand caused a silver medal 
to be struck, which was given to the best scholar at 
the annual exhibition (which took place in presence of 
the Duke, and of all the members of the various 
Lodges,) as a reward for industry and good conduct. 
This institution has since been more extended, and 
the Brethren also support a society for widows and 
orphans. In Brunswick there was formerly 
St. John’s Lodge Jonathan, founded from London, 
1733, and closed 1768. 
St. John’s Lodge Charles the Union, founded 1770 
also from London. 
Scottish Lodge, at the Nine Stars. 
Grand Lodge, founded 6th February 1775, by 
Duke Frederick, unto which all the Lodges of 
Strict Observance joined themselves. 
Those four Lodges have gone down, and there is 
now here only the St. John’s Lodge Charles, at 


the Crowned Pillar, to which the above-named | 


institution belongs. 

The medal which has already been mentioned for 
the pupils of the institution, has upon its principal 
side a pillar, built upon seven steps, and surrounded 
with different Masonic emblems, referring to the name 
of the Lodge Charles, at the Crowned Pillar. It is 
crowned with a Prince’s coronet. upon which is rest. 
ing an Owl, the emblem of Industry and Learning, 
with the inscription, ‘* Neglecta redire virtus audet.” 
Beneath is the inscription, ‘‘ Praemium virtutis et 
diligentiae.” Upon the other side is a charming land- 
scape, watered by a stream flowing from a rock, with 
the inscription, ‘‘ Solis et rivi beneficio surgunt,” and 
the year of the foundation, 1771. The Lodge Jonae 
than struck a medalin 1774, upon the principal side 
was David and Jonathan embracing each other with 
the inscription, ‘‘ Idem velle, iden nolle.” The other 
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side had a Beehive, with a swarm of bees, and the in- 
scription, ‘‘ Odi profanum vulgus et arceo.” A third 
medal! was also struck in 1774; upon the principal 


mounted by a triangle, from which rays were emitted, 
the other side had three hands coming from the clouds; 
with the Square, the Level, and the Plumb Rule — 
Upon the floor was an oblong square, with a charter 
upon it with the letter H. A fourth Brunswick medal 
of 1774, is called the Freemasons’ Ducal; upon the 
principal side is a representation of Hercules, with 
his finger upon his mouth, with the inscription, ‘‘ Fa. 
vete linguis ;’’ beneath ‘‘ Aequitas concordia et vir- 
tus.” The other side contains a hand coming from 
the clouds, and suspending a level over various ma- 
terials upon the earth, with the inscription ‘‘ Aequa 
lege fortiter insignes et imos.” 

Brema.—St. John’s Lodge, at the Olive Branch, 
constituted 16th June, 1771, by the Grand Lodge at 
Berlin, and its P. G. Lodge at Hamburgh. 

Von Brentrans, Dominick.—Born at Nappersweil, 
and died in the monastery at Kempson in June, 1797, 
Dr. in Theology, Spiritual Counsellor and Court 
Chaplain. He was a very enlightened Roman Catho- 
lic Theologian, which he has proved by publishing a 
large work upon the Holy Bible. 1n 1792 he gave up 
all his livings that he might proceed with his work 
upon the Bible with less interruption ; but he contiuu- 
ed to reside in the Royal Abbey at Kempsen. A new 
Royal Abbot removed him from out of his neighbor- 
hood because ‘* he was a Freemason,” He held the 
office of lecturer in the Lodge of the Rising Sun, in 
Kempsen. 

Breslau. Breslaw.—The three Grand Lodges in 
Berlin have the following daughter Lodges here. 

A. The Grand Lodge at the Three Globes in Ber- 
lin has— 
. St. John’s Lodge Frederick, at the Golden 
Sceptre, founded 10th December, 1776, from 
the Lodge, The Golden Ball of Heaven in 
the East by Glogaw, and joined the above 
Grand Lodge Ist May, 1803. 
2. Scottish Lodge, at the Golden Sceptre, found- 
ed May Ist, $863, by the same Grand Lodge. 
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B. The National GrandLodge has— 
1. Its Provincial Grand Lodge for Silesia. 
2. St. John’s Lodge, at the three Dead Gripps, 
founded Ist February, 1742, -and belonged to 
the Grand Lodge at the Thrg@ Globes for a 
long time ; but on the 20th Mgirch, 1772, join- 
ed the National Grand Lodge. 
3. St. John’s Lodge, at the Pillar, founded 19th 
May, 1774. 
4. St. John’s Lodge, at the Bell, founded 9th 
April, 1775. ; 
C. To the Royal York Grand Lodge belongs 
1. The Provincial Grand Lodge for Silesia, 
founded 6th September, 1816. 
2. St. John’s Lodge, Horns, founded 22nd Feb- 
ruary, 1813. 

Briefe. Letters—When Brethren write to each 
other they do not fold their kt«rs in the form of a 
triangle as they used formerly todo, but fold them 
in the common form. Brotherly love must be appa- 
rent through the whole letter, all titles are to be omit. 
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ted, and the conclusion must breathe the purest fra- 
ternal affection. ‘To address a Brother by the title of 
Noble, or Most Noble, or Royal Sir, is quite contrary 
to the spirit of Freemasonry. But in business letters, 


PPL LPL LLP PLL LL 


business, we must be careful not to use Masonic titles 
or addresses. When writing to the Lodge it is only 
necessary to use the Masonic title, as W. M., 8S. W., 
&c. &c., unless the letter has to go into a foreign 
country, and then it is necessary to address it to the 
Brother by his name and title. 

Brieg.—St. John’s Lodge, Frederick, at the Rising 
Sun, founded 24th March, 1783, and joined the Grand 
Lodge at the Three Globes, Berlin, 21st November, 
1799. 

Scottish Lodge, at the Rising Sun, founded by the 
above Grand Lodge, 4th February, 1802. 


> or letters not referring to Freemasonry or Masonic ; 


not through love, and so would those also who have a 
superabundance of worldly possessions. Even in 
Paradise we will desire to be beloved. He who does 
not find his heart warmed with love towards all man- 
kind should never strive to be made a Freemason, for 
he cannot exercise brotherly love. Neither do those 
prove true brotherly love who only exercise it at the 
banquet, and must first be warmed with wine before 
their hearts will sympathise with the distressed. A 
good father loves his children not only in the house, 
but out of it also. 

Bruckenbruder, Freres Pontifes oder Freres du 
pont. Brethren of the Bridge or Bridges.—This Or. 
der existed in the twelfth and thirteenth century, and 
the brethren were in the noblest sense of the words, 


; the first foresters, gamekeepers, military escorts, troo- 


Broener, John Carl.—John Charles Broener, sena- ; 


tor and bookseller in Frankfort-on-the Marn, 
he was born 4th June, 1738, and died 22nd March, 
1812. One of the most active Freemasons, and for 
many years Provincial G. M of English Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Frankfort-on-the-Main. A medal 
with the following inscription shows how highly this 
Obverse, Broener’s bust, name, 
and birthday, reverse, a chain and in it the words, 
Tothe R. W. G. M.’s 50th F. M. Jubilee, dedicated 
by the Brethren of the Union in the Orient at Frank. 
fort, A. M. 4th June, 5809. 

Bruder und Brudername. Brother and Brothers 
name.—Operative Masonry is not a Brotherhood, but 
Freemasonry is ; the latter has this in common with 
many spiritual orders, even Protestant clergymen call 
each other in Germany, Herr Bruder, or my Brother. 
Freemasonry leaves Mr. ovt. Inthe Order of Knight- 
hood the Knights do aot call each other Brother. In 
the Lodge, Masons always call each other Brother, 
and the poorest among them, even the serving Breth- 
ren, dare not address them by any other title, although 
they may fill the highest offices in the state, or even 
be monarchs. Out of the Lodge, in the presence of 
strangers, the word Brother may be dropped; but 
when a brother meets a brgther even out of the 
Lodge, and no other persen is-present, then the title 
of brother must not be omitted. It must be much 


where ° 


pers, and police officers, as well as the revivors, or 


rather, creators of domestic trade and of architecture. ‘ 


They, as well as the Knights of the Temple and of 
Malta were engaged in protecting and providing for 
travellers whether they were sick or well, and in es- 


> corting them with their arms in their hands, and in 
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$ skill, and activity of this brotherhood. 


more agreeable ts everf brother to be called by that } 
endearing name than to be aadressed by the title of 5 p 
; and a house for the Order, in which they Lodged and 


your excellency or Mr., as well in the Lodge as out 
of it when no strangers are present. No one hatha 
Brother excepf he be a Brother himself. 

.Bruderliebe. Brotherly Lovee—This can be manifest- 
ed in innumerable opportunities not only in the Lodge 
but also out of it. 
imperceptible pressure of the hand as much as by the 


; Hospitallers of St. John in Jerusalem, as well as the 


> this Order. 
It is acknowledged by the nearly 


vindication of an innocently accused brother on the } 


throne. It is an essential element to bind the breth- 


ren unto each other ; we have pledged ourselves to ; 


exercise it, and it is one of the greatest duties of a 
Free and Accepted Mason to deny it unto no man, 
more especially to a brother Mason. Tod exercise 
brotherly love, or to feel deeply interested in the wel- 
fare of others is a source of the greatest happiness in 
every situation of life. The king upon his throne 
would find his situation insupportable if his subjects 
showed their regard unto him through fear alone and 
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erecting and keeping in repair bridges, roads, and 
ferries. To enable them the better to devote their 
whole lives to this object they took vows of celibacy, 
poverty, and obedience to their chiefs. The expense 
of maintaining this brotherhood, and of keeping in re- 
pairs the roads, bridges, &c. &c. which they had built, 
was defrayed by alms, gifts and legacies from pious 
people. All which we now know of the origin of the 
Order of Bridge Brethren rest upon a bull issued by 
Pope Clement the Third in the year 1189, to one of 
their superiors called Raymond. It is said therein 
that the holy father following the example of his pre- 
decessor, Lucius III. 1182, took the brotherhood and 
all its possessions under his most especial protection 
as a mark of his respect and gratitude to the Order for 
the many benefits they had conferred upon mankind, 
not only by building the bridge of Bor Pas, three 
miles from Avignon, but for their mercy, liberality, 
&e. &e. They built many other bridges, and the cele. 
brated bridge ‘‘ Pont St. Esprit,” in the Department 
de Gard in former times, called portus Sancti Saturninj 
is a beautifn! and lasting monument of the industry, 
Its foundation 
was laid on the 21st August, 1265, and near it, as well 
as near the bridge of Avignon, they built an hospital 
refreshed travellers. It is believed that the Knights 
Maltese Knights, or Knights of Malta, originated from 
So much is certain, that the possessions 
of these brethren in Por Pas came into the hands of 
the Knights of Malta. 

(To be continued. j 


“HE MARRIED STATE. 


The conjugal state is certainly replete with friend- 
ship of the most refind nature; when two congenial 
hearts unite in virtuous love. their every little domes- 
tic joy is heightened into bliss by a mutual sympathy 
of feeling. The tenderest emotions of the soul, the 
warmest effusions of the heart, kindly vibrate to the 
responsive ties of affection and solicitude, and contin- 
ue to diffuse unspeakable joy all around. 
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OBITUARY. 
DEATH OF BRO. COPELAND. 





Another of our brethren, well known to a large 
circle of the fraternity of this state, bas paid the last 
debt of nature, and his remains have been consigned to 
the house appointed for all. Amongst the names men- 
tioned in our last number of those engaged in the fu- 
neral ceremonies which took place in New York, on 


Andrew Jackson, appeared that of Brother ALExAN.- 
pER CoPpELAND, Past Master of Naval Lodge No. 69, 
He had been rather unwell previous to that day, but 
the heat and fatigue of the long rout taken on that oc. 
casion, overcame him, and after a little more than a 


place. He died on the 3d of August, and was inter- 
red on the following day. His remains were accom- 
panied to the grave by a large and highly respectable 
company of the fraternity and other friends. Brother 
Copeland was in his 49th year, and wasa native of the 
State of New York. He was initiated in the Lodge 
formerly held at Bethlehem, in Albany County. He 
afterwards became a member of Asylum Lodge, No. 
88 at Coeymans, (now extinct,) of which he was for 
some years Master, and became a member of the G, 
Lodge. On removing to the city of New York some 
ten years ago, he strove to support his family in va. 
rious lines of business,but in every experiment met with 
misfortune : consequently he has left his family, con- 
sisting of his widow and numerous children in very 
slender circumstances, but we trust they will be sur- 
rounded by those who will not forget their duty to the 
widow and the fatherless. 


son. On his removal to New York, he became a 


becoming, as it did,a clandestine Lodge, he united 
witlmthe Junior Warden and a few other faithful 
members, and with the consent of the Grand Lodge, 


took hold of the system of providing for their own sick 
and disabled members, and mainly through the efforts 
of brother Copeland has become an able and flour- 
ishing Lodge. 

Brother C. had some peculiarites of manner, which 
which probably prevented him from being gencrally 
‘ so well known and beloved as he deserved. He was 
in all his intercourse with his brethren ever ready to 
aid them in every good design by his personal servi- 
ces. He understood well the laws and principles of 
the Masonic institation, and he knew well that some 
occupying conspicuous places were but mere pretend- 


ee 


ers. Rigid and stern in his conscious integrity, and « 


brief and pointed in his remarks, he probably carried 
less weight with those who did not know him 
thoroughly, than some of his more plausible and 
smoothed tongued opponents. But he will be missed 


by the friends of genuine Masonry, and in mapy res. ‘ 


pects his departure will be felt as a serious loss to the 
Order, as well as to his family. 





took up the dormant warrant of Naval Lodge—now 
No. 69. This Lodge after many years of exertion, ‘ 
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the 24th of June, in honor of Past Grand Master 


month he also has been followed to his last resting < 
> feel called upon to broach subjects, upon which there 


> direction of the Lord in relation to personal offences 
; and the discipline of our church, p. 39. The masonic 
° rules require the same, and if said direction were 


‘ It is to be feared that toa great extent this rule is 
; neither understood nor practiced by some individuals, 


Brother Copeland was a faithful and zealous Ma- 3; : . ; 
; no offence was intended, or thoughtlessly committed 
member of Silentia Lodge, which in 1837 was cut off : 


by the Grand Lodge for insubordination, and on its ; ‘ Aside : 
> bers of christian churches, but as to the duties of mem. 
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(The following communication has beei? suffered to lay on our ta- 
ble for a long time, in consequence of its length. It is from an es- 
teemed and aged brother of the west, and embodies in a plain and 
practical manner, “that which masons do contend for.’”” The wri- 
ter says in a note, “the Dialogue is nota fiction, but a reality. I 
have had to pass through the very same thing in the church.”—Ep, 


MASONIC DUTIES—A DIALOGUE. 

Br. F. I have come to converse with you on the 
subject of your connection with the Masonic Institu- 
tion ; and I will give some reasons why I and many 
of the members of our church are grieved on this 
account. 

** Well Elder, this is christian like, and Masonic : 
it is in accordance to church and masonic rules. Iam 
happy to have the opportunity of meeting you on 
christian and masonic (although unknown to you) 
grounds. I most ardently hope that you and all who 


exists honest difference of opinon, will see the impor- 
tance of reasoning calmly, and of dealing in argu- 
ments, rather than offensive expostulations, and gene- 
ral denunciations. Thisstep is in accordance with the 


strictly observed by both the church and masonic bo- 
dies, very little difficulty would be found in the settle- 
ment of all personal offences if they were followed.— 


both in the church and masonic bodie8&: not because it 
is ambiguous or impracticable, but for want of atten- 
tion. It requires the offended party not merely to go 
to the offender, but to go to him /irst of all, and ina 
strictly private interview, acquaint him with his fault. 
This step is vastly important. It may be found that 


without premeditation or design.” 
** You are right, so far as regards the duties of mem- 


bers belonging to lodges, I know nothing, neither do I 
wish to know. But it is a lamentable fact that some 
persons when offended, instead of going directly to the 
offender or supposed offender, and seeking a private 
interview with him on the subject, tell it to almost 
every one they chance to meet, and so commit a most 
grevious offence themselves. This is exceedingly 
wrong.”’ 

‘* Yes, Elder, It is a great evil to spread the offence 
or supposed offence before this preliminary step is ta- 
ken, and equally so to gossip about it after reconcilia- 
tion takes place. Thousands of offences which scan- 
dalised the church, and the masonic Institution, ought 
never to have been known beyond the offended and the 
offender, and never would have been, if this law 
of Christ had been observed. Therefore how impor-, 
tant and necessary itis that the proper authorities, 
both .in the Church, Encampments, Chapters and 
Lodges to suffer no charges received against an offen- 
der, without the preliminary steps being first taken. 
When received without such previous steps being ta- 
ken and tried by church or masonic judicial tribunals, 
are subject to be appealed to higher judicial tribunals, 
thus disturbing the peace of the several bodies from 
the highest to the lowest; hence the necessity of 
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all judicial bodies beth of the church and the masonic 
institution requiring the said law and rules to be 
strictly adhered too. Now, as indicated above, I am 
ready to hear what you have to say on the subject of 
your grief on account of my ‘connection with mason- 
ry.” 

‘* Well, Bro. F., ourobjections against you are, that 
you are a member of a masonic Lodge, which is an 
association governed by secret rules. In so far it is 
evidently anti-christian !” 

‘* In this, you are mistaken, any one wishing to be- 
come a member of our ‘ association’ can have access 
first to the warrant or dispensation by which the 
Lodge is held. Second, to the by-laws. Third, to 
the constitution, together with a list of the members of 
the Lodge,by all which, you will be the better enabled 
to judge whether you would choose to associate with 
them, and submit to be conformable to their ‘ rules,’ 
to wit, such as are contained in the Bible and adopted 
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by christian churches to be governed by. These are « 


the ‘ rules’ by which the society is ‘ governed.’ They 


< 
4 


are not ‘ secret rules,’ neither ‘ anti-christian! Here 
as in other moral, benevolent or religious institutions, $ 


we have a moral code. That code is recorded, adop- 
ted, professed and promulgated, and is open to the in- 
spection of every man who desires to judge for him- 
self, and has been for centuries. Whoever shall still 
doubt, may compare our tenets, as now found in all 
our printed standards with those of any other period, 
as far back, as well authentic records can be found, 
and pulilic profession certainly known, and no essen- 
tial discrepancy can be discovered, in the substantial 
doctrines, as then or now believed and taught, or the 
main duties as then or now inculcated.” 

** T cannot believe that there is any good in your 
creeds and rules, and am still of opinion that it is all 
anti-christian ; my religion is a Revelation.” 

** We maintain, that the ‘ creed’ of our ‘ secret so- 


$ row, in distress and in disease, which, when man was 


ae 


ciety,’ embodies, so far as it goes, the same moral 
principles, admitted and acknowledged in the sound. ; 


est forms of the christian faith ; and we distinctly af.- 
firm, there is not a single'proscriptive injunction con. 
tained in al) the ‘rules’ or code which mmilitates in the 
least degree against one moral virtue, contained in 
Revealed Religion. The, truth of this position rests on 


no precarious foundation Itis capable of the same ‘ 


proof, and is entitled to the same evidence, as in the 
ease of any moral or religious Institution now in exist- 
ence. But notwithstanding this high moral ground, 


§ 


on which our ‘ secret society’ does stand, it is never- ° 
theless, professedly nothing more than a human in- > 
stitution, founded on principles of Divine origin. Al. ‘ 
though experimental religion according to church re. | 


quisitions is not the only pre-requisite for membership, 


a sound faith and a fair moral character are made in- > 


dispensible. And itis perfectly manifest, thata full, 


conscientious discharge of those duties enjoined on 


members of such ‘ secret societies’ is all the christian ; 


is required to perform, and all he has the ability to ° 


do. Hence, the main object of the masonic institution 
in all ages, has been to maintain, and inculcate those 
great moral principles which implants virtuous obe- 
dience in the heart, and tend to promote benevolence 
and charity amongst mankind.” 

** Well, I may report to the brethren, that there is 
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> tracts, of religious books and societies for their distri- 


no prospect of your giving up going to lodges, nor the 
precepts and principles of masonry, so long as you are 
of the opinion already expressed.” 

“No. So highly do I esteem the principles and 
precepts, that next to the religion of Jesus, I hold them 
nearest my heart.from the firm conviction that rests on 
my mind, that whoever studies and practices the holy 
tenets, is on the threshold of the Kingdom of God; 
and will by a continuance in the same, be led to the 
very foot of the cross, where the ever atoning blood of 
the blessed Redeemer, will fall, and cleanse, and pu- 
rify the heart. I mean not to say that this will save 
a man, butthat a faithful performaace of the duties 
enjoined, will lead him to see and feel the necessity 
of an entire surrender of his heart and affections to 
Christ and the teachings of the Gospel, (Bible) which 
masons receive as their guide, faith and practice.— 
Thus you see, I cannot agree with you, that the ‘rules’ 
(precepts and principles) is evidently anti-christian.” 

‘* T do not say that your society has no good thing in 
in it ; but I do say that all the good you have, is bor- 
rowed from my Bible. Now do not suppose that I am 
so foolish as to take at second hand, what I already 
possess and enjoy.” 

‘*T will admit that all the ‘ rules’ and precepts we 
have are ‘ borrowed’ or founded upon that sacred vol- 
ume which cheers the weary pilgrim on his way, 
which is his encouragement in disappointment, in sor- 


Oe ee ee eee 


groping his way in darkness, & had only the dim light 
of nature, was furnished him as a sure guide ; which 
as a lamp, hung out from heaven, serves as a guide to 
his feet and a light to his path : which points him to 
qhat goal where his labors will terminate, and his vir- 
tues be rewarded. But stop one moment, Elder, let 
us look your objection in the face, and see where it 
leads us. I do not say that Sabbath Schools ‘ have no 
good in them, but all the good they have was borrow- 
ed from the bible, &. The same may be said of all 
benevolent institutions, of temperance societies, of 


bution.” 


** My dear brother, here is where the main difficulty 
with me lies. I am grieved to the utmostto hear some 
of my young brethren (ministers) have been seduced 
into the embraces, the secret embraces, of this dark 
secrecy. Joyfully were they received into this dark. 
ness! But who, who expects to find christians in hid- 
den places! Iam astonished that any pious young 
man of ordinary intelligence, should be sgduced into 
secret associations of this kind: the nature and what 
is essential to the institution, is in direct opposition to 
the gospel of Christ: the one conceals and wraps you 
in darkness—the other calls you into marvelous light. 
Therefore it is my duty to warn young disciples not to 
come into those secrets—works of mystery—and deeds 
of darkness ” 

‘* Well Elder, if it is admitted that darkness and 
light cannot dwell together, to me it appears very easy 
to confute your argument, by showing the likeness be- 
tween the gospel and the rules and requisitions of our 
institution. Religion has for its foundation the Bible ; 
our institution has the same. Religion requires rev- 
erence to God, and love to man; our institution re” 
quires the same. Religion calls us to relieve the 
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wants of our distressed brethren, in which many pro- 
fessors fail; our institution requires the same, and 
steps forward and performs it. The Gospel requires 
its subjects to support her ministers ; we never turn 
them empty away. The Gospel forbids brother going 
to law witb brother ; our institution also forbids the 
same. 
offending brother, and to avoid backbiting and evil 
speaking : this is the postive injunction of our insti- 
tation. 


tion: so also does the spirit of our institution. Now 


nes ? 


on you, ‘to warn young disciples not to come in to 
these secrets.’ Your first objection seemed to be the 
‘ secret rules.’ 
secret. 
meaning, is that which is taught in our lodges, is dark- 
ness and secrecy!” 

‘* Yes, yes that comes to the point; if what you 
teach in the Lodge is not a secret, then I am so far 
mistaken, and if so, there may be some light or know- 
ledge obtained ; but then, is it such as would be use- 
ful? 


socials lesson, they will refer you to the second Epis- 
tle of Peter, 5,6, and 7th verses, they will not admit 
that the lessons with others are useless and darkness, 
truth, the light of nature, science and philosophy, the 
the light of mercy, benevolence and charity,&c. These 
are some of the lights which illuminate our sanctuary. 
Thus you see ‘ darkness’ must flee: our rules are not 


secret ; our lessons are not secret nor darkness.” 


your secrets ?”’ 


not itself. 


indifference, feuds, or animosities should invade our 
peaceful walls, they are still kept secret ; for charity 


| 
: 
: 
; 
; 
| 
: 
: 
: 


il. Now Elder, if you will carry out the above in ac- 


nexion with masonry.” 


ciety, to which I am connected, we must conclude, 
that secrecy in itself is no crime, consequently I can- 
not be considered an offender. 


we must come, if secresy of itself, is made out to be a 
crime. 
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The Gospel breathes a spirit of human affec- } jn this respect, after his likeness, in his own image. 


I ask, how can this be in direct opposition to the Gos- | 
pel? How does this ‘ conceal and wrap me in dark- } of salutation, can be brought against ancient Free Ma- 


But if those ‘ young brethren have been } gonry! She stands acquitted by reason and revelation 


seduced into the secret embraces of this dark secrecy,’ ° 
sure enough, it cannot be of any advantage to them, | 
for if your idea be correct, they must always remain 
in that darkness, never to receive any light, else it $ 


’ part of our disipline, what laws of God, or the land, 
would be no more a secret ; hence the duty incumbent * 
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; man? The High, Holy, and just One. 
> iteth eternity. He whose ways are at times mysteri- 
The Gospel calls us to deal privately with an ° oys—whose counsels are his own, hidden at times ev- 


> en from angels, and known when, and to whom, it 


Those I have shown not to have been ° 
Now your objections, if I understand your ° 


‘* Ask those ‘ young brethren’ who have received ° 


’ terpiece of this lower world, anda fair built monu- 


but that they are the light of religion, of virtue and of § 


’ down, it was shattered in pieces, its beautiful propor- 
light of justice, temperance, prudence and fortitude— ; 
> departed and its elements were resolved into darkness 
’ and ruins, and now if we search through the authen- 
; tic records of man’s history, the inspired word of God, 
> we shall find that it has been the aim of the Supreme 


“ Well, if none of these are secrets, pray what are ? Grand Senior Warden (excuse the phrase) to gather 


’ man, that in our degeneracy and corruption might be- 
suffereth long, is not easily provoked, thinketh no ev. ° 
; the history of holiness.” 
cordance to the spirit of the gospel in our church, I 

think it will cure your griefs, on account of my con- ‘ 


** Why sir, in the absence of any proof introduced to > 
support your allegations against me or this secret so- ° 
> their own unsullied mansions, a league was made be- 
> tween, that they would visit earth and ameliorate poor 
If I am, our Lord ° 
himself, and all his early followers were > = 
will not finish a sentence which breathes so much blar- > and never cease their allied exertions until he should 
phemy! Yet such is the inevitable conclusion to which ° 
3 existence, and, being refined in his manners and puri- 
All men have secrets, and hold private coun- ° 


> mere fact of secret meetings,and ceremonies,and forms 


; church, occasioned by my connexion, and those young 


’ up the jewel fragments of man’s shattered character 

‘* Why, forsooth, they are the same we have in our ; 
church, viz: if a brother in necessity seeks relief, it > 
is an inviolable secret ; because true charity vaunteth ? 
If an overtaken brother be admonished, it > 


is a secret ; because charity is kind. If possibly little ; tences, those inestimable diamonds of virtue which 
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cils in their souls ; so all men are criminals! daily 
criminals. Who veiled the soul’s council chambers ? 
Who hallowed and consecrated to yourself and His 
presence alone, the sanctum sanctorum of the inner 
He that inhab- 


pleaseth Him to reveal them. He who has made man 


We say then unless some other charges, than the 


ofall crime. Therefore your grief and that of the 


men, with masonry, is without foundation. What 


have we broken? 

And now let our church, and let us as professors 
henceforward live and act like christians, remember. 
ing our motto: ‘‘Holiness to the Lord,” which is the 
christian’s motto,and the Free Mason’s motto, always 
keeping in view that it ‘‘is in holiness of heart and 
life that we the ereatures of his hand may most re- 
semble God. It is especially in this likeness thatman 
was first created. And oh! how pure, how spotless, 
how perfect symmetrical harmonious, how entire and 
how effulgent was the character in which he walked 
while sinless in Eden! Well might Jacob exclaim of 
him, indeed ‘‘ this is very good !” for it was the mas- 


ment of the Supreme Architect’s wonderful skill and 
power, wisdom and goodness. But alas, that brilli- 
ant statue of the divine handy work, was thrown 


tions were destroyed, symmetry was broken, its light 


and clust them together as in a briliant diadem where 
every point sparkles and every line is radient with 
light. It would seem as if the eternal author of thé 
Bible had grouped together in short and simple sen- 


once were set in a crown of splendor on the brow of 
hold adornments of our nature and look back again to 
‘* Pray tell what masonry has to do in purifying the 


heart and life of man to bring him back to primitive 
holiness, &c.” 


‘* Well, there are two sisters on our earth and they 
are twins, and were born in heaven. Before they left 


man’s condition—that they would follow him into what 
clime soever his adventurous fancy might lead him, 
be elevated to a high rank in the scale of intellectual 


fied in his heart, shall love God and his neighbor, and 


" SOO LL Ll lll PPP LPL LDL LLL LLL LN NN A A A 
SO kWh Wa WII LBB HE ~ ~ 


i 
ee a A hd SL LDLDL LIISA 





ES ee 


od 
é 
; 
: 
4 
Q 
é 
; 
Q 
ra 
é 
4 
4 
4 
; 
¢ 
é 
‘ 
; 
‘ 
4 
; 
é 
2 
; 
; 
é 
; 
Q 
é 
é 
/ 
7 
é 
é 
é 
? 
é 
; 
/ 
é 
4 
4 
‘ 
4 
( 
é 
4 
‘ 
4 
¢ 
é 
é 
é 
4 
< 
é 
‘ 
é 
< 
é 
2 
‘ 
$ 
é 
‘ 
é 
é 
é 
é 
; 
é 
é 
é 
é 
‘ 
< 
é 
¢ 
é 
; 
3 
¢ 
é 
é 
¢ 
< 
é 
é 
é 
4 
2 


oOo A 


174 





enjoy that boon of unmingled bliss, which his benevo- 
lent Maker designed in the creation. This vow was 
witnessed by myriads of angels, and stands recorded 
on one of the brightest pages of heaven’s ledgers.— 
True to their promise, they have long been Jaboring 
on earth for man; nor have they for one moment de- 
sisted ; but with the purest aim and noblest purpose, 
they have scattered sweet flowers along the pathway 
of life, and made man happy, even when shivering in 
rags and agenizing in death. 

Go to the mason’s widow and orphan children, they 
will give you the names of those two sisters. : 

Now Elder, let us remember that unless we are 
polished, squared and numbered ,fitted as living stones 
for that spiritual building, that house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens, we shall not bear the 
inspection of that all seeing and scrutinising eye of the 
Grand Overseer of the Universe. 

And now wilt thou, Supreme Grand Hight Priest of 
the Universe, who didst appear unto thy servant Mo- 
ses, in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush, en- 
kindle, we beseech thee in each of our hearts, a flame 
of devotion to thee, of love to each other, and charity 
to all mankind. And since sin has destroyed within 
us the first temple of purity and innocence, may thy 
heavenly grace guide and assist us in rebuilding a 
second temple of reformation, and may the glory of 
this latter house be greater than the glory of the for- 
mer.” 

Batavia N. ¥Y. March 19, 1845. 
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MASONIC ANECDOTES. 
FREDERICK THE GREAT AND HIS TIMES. 
One day, at table. the conversation turned upon 

Freemasons, against whom Frederick William launch- 

ed out with great acrimony. The Count of Lippe- 

Buckeburg, himself a member of the Fraternity, de- 

fended it with such warmth and eloquence, that the 


wish to joina society which numbered such staunch 
champions of truth among its members. The Count 
accordingly requested some of the Brethren residing at 
Hamburgh and Hanover to meet at Brunswick, which 
city the King was to visit on his way te Berlin. Bi- 
elefeld, a merchant, then at Hamburgh,was one of the 
number ; and he gives an amusing account of the em 
barrasments which he and his companions had to en- 
counter, in preserving the necessary secresy. 

**T left Hamburgh,” he says in his report to M. von 
Striven, ‘‘ you know with whom, on the 10th of Au- 
gust ; on the evening of the next day we were at the 
gates of Brunswick. The custom-house officer made 
preparations to search our baggage, as it was his duty 
to do ; this threw us into no little perplexity, as you 
may judge yourself. We had a large chest filled with 
the implements belonging to the Lodge. In spite of 
the freedom enjoyed during the fair time at Bruns- 
wick, these things might be prohibited goods. We 
considered for a moment, if the searcher had insisted 
on the opening of the box, we should have had no 
other resource but to give ourselves out for conjurors 
or gold-makers. All, however, passed off well. I 
slipped a ducat into the man’s hand, on which he said 
he was sure we were real gentlemen, who would not 
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Prince afterwards privately intimated to the Count his | 
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smuggle any thing contraband into the city. We took 
up our quarters at Korn’s hotel. 

‘* Next morning the thunder of the cannon proclaim- 
ed the arrival of the King of Prussia and his retinue. 
The presence of that monarch, and the numerous 
strangers whom the fair attracts to Brunswick, pro- 
duced an extraordinary bustle in the city. We agreed ‘ 
that none of us should be presented at court but the 
Count of Lippe, who was directed to settle with the 
Prince Royal the day, hour, and place of reception. 
He appointed the night between the 14th and 15th, « 
and fixed upon our quarters as the place for holding 
the Lodge, which being very spacious, were well 
adapted to the purpose; the only objection seem- 
ed to be the proximity of a Mr. Von W. whose apart- 
ment was separated from tue saloon only by a thin 
boarded partition, so that he might hear all that pass- 
ed, and betray us. This gave us at first some un- 
easiness ; but our Brethren from Hanover being ac- 
quainted with the happy disposition of our neighbor, 
began plying him with bumpers in his room after din- 
ner, and reduced him to such a state, that he would 
probably have slept close to a battery without wak- 
ing. 
‘* The whole of the 14th was spentin preparations 
for the Lodge, and at twelve at night the Prince Roy- 
al arrived, accompanied by Count Wartensleben, a 
captain in the King’s regiment at Potsdam. The Prince 
introduced him to usas 4 candidate whom he very 
warmly recommended, and begged that he might be 
admitted immediately after himself. At the same 
time he desired that he might be treated like any pri- 
vate individual, and that none of the usual ceremonies 
might be altered on his account. Accordingly, he 
was admitted in the customary form, and I could not 
sufficiently admire his fearlessness, his composure, 
and his address. After the double reception, a Lodge 
was held. All was over by four in the morning, and 
the Prince returned to the ducal palace, apparently as 
well pleased with us as we were charmed with him. 

‘* The zeal of the Prince for the Brotherhood in- 
duced him to invite the Baron von Oberg and Biele- 
feld to Rheinsberg, where, in 1739, they founded a 
Lodge, into which Keyserling, Jordan, Mollendorf, 
Queis, and even Frederick’s first valet-de chambre, 
Fredersdorf, were admitted. Bielefeld gained a pat- 
ron in the Prince, and subsequently entered into the 
Prussian service at his invitation. 
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To THe Epitor.—Sir ANd BroTHER,—My appre- 
ciation of the high dignity of Freemasonry grew with 
my earliest impressions of morality ; but the follow- 
ing circumstance fixed its power in my heart. At the 
time of its occurrence I felt thunderstruck ; and now 
that time has mellowed the recollection of the most 
interesting moment of my life, I follow the example 
of many of your communicants, and offer my contribu- ; 
tion to the stores of your truly excellent publication. 

The son of a Portuguese nobleman and myself spent 
some few years of our early youth together; the 
friendship of boyhood was interrupted by the chan- 
ges consequent on our relative stations. He returned 
to his family; I embarked in commercial pur- 3 
suits. In 1828, my engagements directed me to Lis- | 
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bon, where our former friendship was renewed, and if 
possible, with increased warmth on both sides. My 
friend was aide-de-camp to Don Miguel; and as a 
mark of respect to my feelings, he became a Freema- 
son, and paid very considerable attention to its obser- 
vances and dictates. If not altogether inseparable, 
we were mnutually bound by a tie of deep interest ; 
our tastes agreed in every particular ; he delighted in 
my prospect of commercial success ; and although, as 
an Englishman, I did not approve of the policy of Don 
Miguel, the position of my friend led me to look on 
that policy with less severity than might otherwise 
have been the case. = 

My friend one day called on me, evidently ina dis- 
turbed state of mind, and told me that he was about 
to prove to me, as a Mason, how powerfully he reve- 
renced his obligation. ‘‘ The King,” said he, *‘ has 
decreed the arrest of forty gentlemen now on board the 
Duke of York steamer : they are liberals, and are of 
your opinions. When taken there will be no chance 
of their lives. The order is now in my office await- 
ing my signature ; 1 will take care not to return un- 
til you shall have had time to apprize them of their 
danger : there shalf be three hours clear for such pur- 
pose, and a boat with four men is ready. One hug— 
it may be the last!” We did not speak—he left me. I 
hastened to fulfil his command, reached the boat, and 
being a Englishman, my dashing through a number of 
armed boats was merely ascribed to some frolic. I 
gained the steamer, and as may be expected, surprised 
the party by my information. They immediately left 
in boats, and rowed to the Pyramus, and were receiv- 
ed by Captain Sartorihus, who protected them, and 
thus their lives were saved. 


On the memorable 16th June, 1815, at the moment 
when the allied army commenced a retrograde move- 
ment, a Scotch field-officer, who had been seriously 


¢ wounded in the affair of Quatre Bras, was left on the 


: field of battle. 


Trampled on by the French cavalry, 


* he thought but of death, when he perceived our pa- 


‘ trols, who came to succour the wounded. 


Rallying 


: the little strength that remained, he endeavoured to 
; raise himself on his knees, and at all hazards, and in 


a faint voice, he called on the brethren for aid. Not- 


‘ withstanding the darkness, the feebleness of his voice 
‘ in its piteousness, he attracted the attention of a 
; French surgeon, who, recognizing in him a brother, 


hastened to his aid. His wounds were numerous— 


‘ the means of transport insuflicient—necessity made 


},0ur compatriot brother vigorous. 


those wounds which presented the most formidable 
danger, and then raised and carried him to the sick 
quarters—placed him on his own pallet—watched by 
his side—directed him to be conveyed to Valenciennes, 
where he was warmly recommended to his friends, 
from whom the officer received the kindest attention, 
and by whose care he was completely restored to 
health.—Clavel’s Masonry. . 


The 17th Chasseurs, entering the town of Genappe, 
made prisoners of all they found. Several musket 
shots, fired from the windows of a house, struck sev- 
eral of the soldiers, who instantly attacked the house, 
vowing revenge, and determined to put to the sword 
nine wounded enemies that were lying there. The 
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chief of the Chasseurs was at their head ; at the criti- 
cal moment he observed one of these poor wounded 
fellows, a Brunswick officer, who made the “ sign of 
distress.” Vengeance ceased—war lost its vigour— 
the Masonic appeal conquered, He threw himselt be- 
tween his own soldiers and the wounded men, and 
then generously saved their lives. This noble action 
was not unrewarded, for on the morrow, he was 
wounded, in his turn and taken prisoner by the Prus- 
sians; he was recognised as a Mason by an officer, 
who took him under his care, attended to his wants, 
and restored to him the money of which he had been 
despoiled as a booty.—Clavel’s Masonry. 





Our friend and correspondent, at Geneva, at the 
close of his last letter, gives the following encourage- 
ing information : 


Masonry is in a flourishing condition in this village 
and the surrounding villages, again. We have to call 
about two extras to one regular communication. Some 
of the best men in the place are becoming staunch ma- 
sons. We are expecting an invitation from Waterloo 
and Penn Yan, to install their lodges, as we are the 
nearest Lodge to them ; they having lately gota dis- 
pensation from the Grand Lodge. 
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A PERILOUS ADVENTURE—ASCENT‘OF THE 
NATURAL BRIDGE. 


It may be recollected that, many years ago, the Na- 
tural Bridge was ascended by Col. James H. Piper, 
then a student at Washington College, and now a 
member of the State Senate of Virginia. A graphic 
account of this handsome exploit, from the pen of Dr. 
Carathers, has been long before the world. Never- 
theless, many persons who have visited the bridge, 
have regarded the story as fabulous, deeming the a- 
chievement absolutely impossible. But we learn from 
a communication in the Lynchburg Virginian, the 
truth of which is testified by several gentlemen, that 
the dangerous undertaking has beenagain accomplish 
ed. The account says :-— ‘ 


‘On Saturday, the 26th of Juiy, there being, be- 
sides myself, several guests at the tavern of Mr. Lus- 
ter of the Natural Bridge, we concluded to walk up 
and view that stupendous prodigy of nature, with 
which *‘ nought made by human hands can vie ;” and, 
accordingly, several of us repaired thither, and after 
being lost in enchantment for some considerable time 
in gazing upon the far-famed attractions, we returned 
to a small house on the roadside, between the bridge 
and the tavern, where we were favored with an old 
paper containing an account of the ascension of the 
bridge by Mr. Piper, many years ago, from the pen 
of Dr. Carathers. While some of us, entirely incred- 
ulous, were warmly discussing its title to credibility, 
we were suddenly interrupted by the cry, ‘‘ Some one 


is climbing the bridge !” 
With the avidity of men anxious to maintain their 


‘ opinion, until convinced of its falsity by occular de- 


monstration, we immediately rushed, en masse, to the 
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top of the bridge, still inwardly doubting the possibili- 
ty of what the next moment met our astonished sight 
—the ascension of the bridge ! When we arrived there, 
we found two gentlemen on the bridge, who pointed 
us to Mr. Shaver, the hero of the occasion, standing at 
the distance of 170 fect from the ground, on a bench 
(as it is termed) apparently too narrow to stand upon, 
even without motion. From the testimony of the 
gentlemen present, we learned that Mr. Shaver pass- 
ing by there in the morning, concluded to attempt the 
ascension, merely, I suppose, to gratify his own curi- 
osity or that of others. Without any preparation, he 
immediately coramenced climbing directly under the 
well known cedar stump, about ten or fifteen paces 
higher up the stream than the place from whence Mr. 
Piper is said to have started, and withal' a much more 
difficult place to ascend, as any one may ascertain by 
examination. i 

After going perpendicular about 30 feet, he came to 
a clump of bushes, where he rested a little, and pro- 
ceeded on to another ledge, protrudinga little from the 
main body of rock ; thence directly up the steep and 
rugged ridge lying between the deep ravines on each 
side of the cedar stump, untilhe came to the bench, 
where I first saw him. While upon the bench, which 
is about forty feet from the top, Mr, Shaver inscribed 
his name in very legible characters, which may be 
seen by any one from the top of the bridge. He then 
advanced up the stream, along the very edge of the 
awful precipice that overhangs the ravine, until he 
came around on the opposite side of the stump from 
which he started. He then came to the Jast ascent of 
any danger, and it was truly awful to see a man at- 
tempting to climb an overhanging cliff at the distance 
of 180 feet from the bottom of the dreadful abyss that 
yawned beneath him, while in ascending his back was 
in some measure downward, and he had moreover fre- 
quently to remove loose stones, in order to secure a 
hold for his hand. In making the first effort, either 
his strength or resolution failed him, and he returned 
to the bench and rested. 

My feelings at this moment'were truly indescribable. 
To see a fellow being poised as it were, between hea- 
ven and earth, with barely a possibility of ascent or 
descent, clinging to the precarious shrubbery on the 
side of a lofty precipice, at the base of which I _ex- 
pected every moment to see him dashed to atoms, pro- 
duced a sensation I cannot describe. Some of the more 
cautious and prudent of the company proposed send- 
ing for ropes by which to draw him up; which was 
hardly possible uniter the circumstances, as perhaps 
none of us had courage sufficient to venture down the 
ravine far enough to see him on the side where he 
then was. We were fearful even to speak to him. 
Nevertheless, after divesting himself of his boots, and 
swinging them around his neck with a handkerchief, 
he made the second effort, in which he happily suc- 
ceeded, amid our happiest congratulations. He was 
very pale and in a perfect tremor when he arrived at 
the top, from which he had not entirely recovered be- 
fore I took my leave. 
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ANECDOTE, 
A few years since, there was in London a young 
woman, who had grieved herself even to death for 
fear of losing her husband, who was then sick ; but 
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the good man her father did all he could to comfort 
her. Come, child, said he, we are all mortal: have 
a good heart ; for, let the worst come, I have a better 
husband in store for you. Alas, sir, said she, why do 
you talk of another husband ? why you might as well 
have stuck a dagger to my heart! No, né, if ever I 
think of another husband, may 

However, the man died, and the woman immediate. 
ly broke out into excess of grief, that all about her 
thought she was really beside herself, by tearing her 
hair. and beating her breast; but, upon second 
thought, she wiped her eyes, lifted them up, and cried 
Heaven’s will be done! and then turns to her father, 
Pray, sir, about the other husband you were speaking 
of? Is he here in the house? 
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THE MASON’S DUTY. 


Rey 


To stretch the liberal hand 
And pour the stream of gladness, 
O’er Misery’s withered strand, 
To cheer the hearth of sadness : 
To dry the orphan’s tear, 
And soothe the heart nigh broken ; 
Breathing in Affliction’s ear, 
Kind words, in kindness spoken. 
This is the Mason’s part, 
A Mason’s bounden duty ; 
This rears the Mason’s heart. 
In Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty. 


To practice Virtue’s laws, 

With fervency, and freedom ; 

And in her noble cause, 

Advance, where’er she lead ’em : 

To curb the headlong course, 

Of Passion’s fiery pinion ; 

And bend its stubborm force, 

To Reason’s mild dominion. 
This is the Mason’s part, &c. 


To shield a Brother’s fame 
From Envy and Detraction ; 
And prove that Truth’s our aim, 
In spirit, life, and action ; 
To trust in God, through all 
The danger and temptation, 
Which to his lot may fall, 
In trial, and probation. 

This is the Mason’s part, &e. 
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